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COOLIDGE LIKED
THE FISHERMEN

T

~ Presence at Banquet to Esperanto’s Crew

and Two Interesting Anecdotes Are
Recalled by Scribe

The passing of Calvin Coolidge,
only living cx-President, recalls the

~ fact that it was at Gloucester that he
- made his first public appearance af-
| ter his election to the Vice Presidency

on November 2, 1920. He was then
completing his second and final term

' as Governor of Massachusetts and

although Vice-President-elect it was
Governor Coolidge who was the prin-
cipal speaker on this momentous oec-

. casion, the dinner and testimonial to

Capt. Martin L. Welch and the crew
of valiants who manned the Esper-
anto and brought back the Interna-
tional fishermen’s trophy after the
first international fishing schooner
race at Halifax on October 30 and
November 1, 1920.

An Inspiring Tribute.

It was an inspiring and magnifi-
cent tribute, an event unequalled in
fervor and enthusiasm in the eity’s
history. Gloucester’s citizenry had
been heralding with wild acclaim the
great victory of Esperanto and the
event, coming as it did, less than a
week after Calvin Coolidge had been
elected to the second highest office
in the land, caused people to turn
out in numbers that taxed the hu{:
drill shed of the state armory to i
capacity. Seldom has a small com-
munity the double opportunity of as-
sembling to honor its own citizens in
a great achievement and paying trib-

e of the nation’s foremost

Mr. and Mrs.
Mrs. Arthur L. Millett.
. was long and enthusiastic applause.

J

1 As Gov- | represented
ernor Coolidge entered the hall there | by

Lis. speech which by custom should
glorify = Gloucester, the ¢ity whose

guest he was, Governor Coolidge had
almost built the Constitution in Es-

| sex.

It was typical of him also that,

go of it simply because it didn't fit.
He praised Gloucester and noted her
fame, but he carried over a lot of the
praise to the state at large, the state
that built America’s most historic
ship, the Constitution.

Another incident has often been re-
called occurring this same night. At
the conclusion of the dinner, nearly
everybody was itching for a smoke.
A military rule prohibited all smoking
in the drill sheds of state armories.
Everybody wanted to light up. Ex-
cept for the rule and perhaps for the
fact that the governor was there,
someone might have touched off a
stogie or a cigarette.

However, finally the tension was
broken. Sure enough, the Governor
himself removed from an inside
pocket one of his favorite Havana ci-
gars and forthwith lit it up. For a
minute or two ,there were many an
‘envious eye cast in the direction of
the dignified Vice-President-elect as
he puffed with genuine enjoyment
on his after-dinner cigar at the con-
.clusion of a satisfying repast.
Finally, Secretary Wilmot A. Reed

whispered to Mayor
: %Iag&’ igrown
whispered aide.

¢ .Major Sampson spoke lowly to
Governor Coolidge,

in  turn

, Smoking is prohib-
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n, for the fishing industry is
%ozhe enterprise of the

‘city and by e hardy mariners.
“It was real in the sense that it

moved around to the guest table and|
Charles D.|

“1.  suppose you |
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having had the idea, he would not let|
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The audience included representa- | was made up of stalwart men, repre-

* ton and New York.
i Two Anecdotes,

. Two anecdotes of that visit stand
- out vividly in the memory 1‘3: many.
i f B
« acter that reporters leam‘e?dtg:ggg;.
pretended }“«g
- say, “I don’t know,” no matter what

carried by the state-

jon from that day, 1623, to the present

. One demonstrated a trait

. Mr. Coolidge never

know. He was perfectly wi

. the inference
1 mglg Jmight b
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| Governor Coolidge was

‘usual. The dinner was very nearly
porter

 the guest table

to best advant;
leaned across
what was wan

ring the dinner at the armory,
very silent, as

where they could

. tives of the fishing industry of Bos- ' senting the type of charatcer who

long have been helding an honorable
position on the seas, of the earth, and

has looked to Gloucester as the fore-
‘most city in a great industry.

“I am told by the toastmaster that
as early as three years after the set-
tlement at Plymouth, those enterpris-
ing, ingenious and visioned men, the
, established a fishing station
at Gloucester, and it has been carried

“Pishermen have fished in many
waters and caught a great variety of
fish, but none of their achievements
ven us any more satisfaction
he achievement of the crew of

i gho, in this first trial

: e said it was an old- indus-
know better than I of its
You are well

'so far as this nation is concerned it
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'days of the Revolution and enabled
 him to secure that victory at Tren-
t&L That was a great achievement,

| Taught People To Build Shops.

“It has taught the people of Mass-
achusetts to build and sail ships, not
only for the of catching fish
but also for the purpose of carrying
merchandise and building up a mer-
chant marine. It was built up the
ggﬁxting forces, for.it was in a Mass-
o usetts harbor that was laid down
| the keel and finished “Old Ironsides”
which ht so much glory to a
 young enterprising nation.

“This jwas a real sporting event|
{ which 1ld attention throughout
America, even more than the yacht
‘races of recent years. We haye held

{as a sporting event. We have almost
{wished that he might lift the cup so
{we could go over there- and have a
real race. ‘ ;
: “In this international contest be-
Itween fishing vessels, there has bee
la finer spirit in it, a real sporting
|event interest. It engaged the at-
- | tention of all Americans and brought
| great rejoicing to us when we found
our boat had won
“I come here to pay the tribute of
|{ the Commonwealth to the captain

and gallant crew for the work they
+did in bringing victory. I don’t stop
there. I bring equally greetings to|
those who fitted out the ship., men
who have conducted the industry,
men who made the race.

* the past few years tao
‘much thought and too much time
| has been given to the glorification
|l of other nations and it is time to
!come back to real American accom-
ipli.s’hment.s. It is time to remember
we are a nation and have here in-
’dustries to minister to in accordance
|| with our national spirit. We are
i proud of industries and great and gi-
1 gantic as they are they should be
carried on for the welfare of all our |
! people. e .
| “We want to see our fisheries cars
ried on for profit to those who in-

neariy 3 age and 0
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